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A FAITHFUL 


MEMORIAL 


OF THAT | 


REMARKABLE MEETING 


OP 
Many Officers of the Army in England, 
at Windſor Caſtle, in the Year 1648, 


AS ALSO, 


A DISCOVERY 


OF THE | 
Great goodneſs of God, in his gracious meeting of them, heac- 
ing and anſvering their ſuit or ſupplications, while 
they were yet ſpeaking co him, 


ALL 
Which is humbly preſented, as a precious Patern and Preſident 
utto the Officers and Souldiers of the ſaid Army (or elſe- 
where) who are or ſhall be foundin the like path, of fol- 
lowing the Lord in this evil day; ſeatching andtrying 
cheir Walcszin order to a through Return 
and Reformation, 


By William Allen, late Adjutant-General 
of the Army in Ireland. 
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To Lientenant-General Fleetwood, ard other the Officers of _ 
the Armeres in England, Scotland, axdIreland, eſpectal- 
ly to ſuch of them , who tn the ſence of the dangers of the 
day, have been of Iate (as 15ſatd) betaking themſelves to 
that moſt neceſſary duty of ſolemn Adabeſſes, and fervent 
ſepplications to the Lord, humtl:ug thery ſouls Lefore him, 
71 the ſerie of their own ard others alominations abounding 
in this day; with unfeigued deſire andendeauour to find 
out,and forſake them accordingly ; with all others ia the Ar- 
mes, that are or ſhall te found ſearching and trying thetr 
wates 13 order to return : The following Narrattue is ham- 
bly tendered by a late member of them, and row a mourner 
for them z, yet unfeignedly deſiring their proſperity 13 the 
path of repentaiice, : 

: . A 

Aving underſtood, that you have of late been much con- 

H verſant in ſeeking the Lord, in this day of diſtreſs, and 
| enquiring (as becomes you) into the cauſes of his dif- 
pleaſure againſt us (which ſeems to wax hot) all which if perfor- 
med in a righe ſence, obſerving right rules and ends, may be of 

{fngular uſe to help in time of need. Yer knowing the aptneſs 

of my own with others hearts to miſcarry in ſuch duties, and 

rhereby miſs of the defired ſucceſs, by cither ſetting up the (tum- 
bling-block of our iniquity before our eyes, or having any ſecret 
regard thereto in our hearts, the efte& of which is ro ſhut our 
prayer ; Iheld itmy duty to contribute my mite to this work 

of weight , by preſenting you witha preſident once famous a- 

monglt us, by the ſucceſs the Lord crown'dit with, and us in that 

paths in a day of very great diſtreſs round abour : anddefirethar 

!ofaras you ſhall ſee this praiſe here preſented, with the mee 
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chod therein obſerved, to agree with the revealed will of God 
contained in the Scriptures relating to the duty of his people, in 
ſuch a polture, thar you will not be affraid ro mike it your par 
cern, ſince the Lord hath formerly born ſuch a witneſs co it, and 
written ſuch bleſſing upon ir> as may well be ſer up as a Pillar af 
remembrance in the midlt of us; to his praiſe, as well as our di- 
rection to, and in like duties in future ttre1ghts. 

In the year 47.you may remember, we in the Army were en- 
gaged in ations of a very high nature, leading us to very untro= 
den paths, both in our contelts with the then Parliament, asalſo 
conferences with the King ; in which great works wanting a 
ſpirir of faith, and che fear of the Lord, and alſounduly furprized 
with the fear of man» Which alivates brings a ſnare ; wes, to 
make halte, as we thought, out of ſuch perplexities, meaſuring 
our way by a wiſdom of our own, fell inco Treattes with che 
King and his party ; Which proved ſuch a ſnare to us, and led 
into ſuch labyrinths by the end of that year, that the very” 
things we thought to avoid, by the means we. uſed of our own 
deviting» were all, with many more of a far worſe and more per- 
plexing natures brought back upon us, to the overwhelming our 
ſpirits, weakning out hands and hearts, filling us with divifons, 
confuſonstumules and every evil work,and thereby endangering 
the ruine of char bleſſed caulte we had with ſuci ſucceſs been pro- 
ſpered in till this time : for now the King and his party, ſeeing us 
n9t anfyer their ends, began to provide for themielves, by a 
Treaty with the then Parliament, ſec on foot abour the beginning 
of 48, The Parliament allo was at the ſame time highly dil- 
pleaſed with us, for what we had done, both as to the King and 
themſelves ; the good people likewiſe, even our moſt cordial 
friends in the Nation, beholding our turning aſide from thar 
path of ſimplicity we had formerly walke (and been ble3) in, and 
thereby much endeared to their hearts, began now to fear and 
withdraw their afte&tions fromus 1n this politick path into which 
we hid ftept, and walke in, toour hurt, the year before. Andas a 
farther fruit of the wates of our own backſliding hearts, we were 
alſo filled wicha ſpirit of great jealouſie and divifhons amongl(t 
our (elves, having left that wiſdom of the word, that is firſt 
Pure, and then peaceable, that we were novy fit for little but ro 
rear and rend one another, and thereby prepare our ſelves, and 
Ene work in our hands to bz ruined by the common;Enemy> as 

theſe 
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theſe that were ready to ſay, as many others of like ſpirit in this 
day of the like ſad occaſions amonglit us, Lo, this is the day, we 
looked for. - The King and his party prepare accordingly to 
ruine all,by 200” inſurreaions in moſt parts of the Nation, the 
Scot concurring with the ſame defigns, comesin with a porens 
Army under Duke Hamilton. We in the Army in a low, weak 
divided, perplext condition in all reſpeQs, as aforeſaid, ſome of 
us judging it a duty to lay down Arms, and quit our ſtations, 
putring our ſelves into the capacities of private men, fince what 
we had done,or was yet in our hearts to do, tending as we judg- 
- co the good of theſe poor Nations, was not accepted by 
them, | 

Some alſo encouraging themſelves and us to ſuch a thing, by 
urging for ſuch apraQtice the example of our Lord Jeſus, who 
when he had born an eminent Teſtimony, to the pleaſure of his 
Father, in an active way, ſealed to-1t art laſt by his ſufferings ; 
which was preſented to us as our patern for imitation. 

Others of us were different minded, thinking ſomthing of 
another nature might be farther yer our duty, and therefore 
were by joynt advice, by a good hand of the Lord led to this re- 
ſult, vx. ro go ſolemnly to ſearch out (and humble our ſouls be- 
fore the Lordin the ſence of ) our iniquities, which we were 
perſivaded had provoked the Lord againſt us, to bring ſuch ſad 
perplexiries upon us, as at that days out of which we ſaw no way 
elſe to extricate our ſelves, 

Accordingly we did agree to meet at Y;dſore Caſtle, about 
the beginning of 48. and there ſpent one Cay together in Pray- 
er, inquiring into the cauſes of that ſad diſpenſation. Coming 
ro no farther reſult that day, bur that ic was fill our duty to ſeek ; 
and on the morrow we met again in the morning, where many 
ipake from the Word) and Prayed ; and the then Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Cromwell did preſs very earneſtly, on all there preſent, to a 
rhorough conſideration of our ations as an Artmys as well as our 
waies particularly, as private Chriſtians, to ſee if any iniquity 
could be found in them ; and what it was, that if poſſible we 
might find out, and ſo remove the cauſe of ſuch ſad retukes, as 
were upon us by reaſon of our iniquities, as we judged at that 
time» And the way more particularly the Lord led us ro herein, 
was-to 160k backs and conſider what time it was that we could 
with joyut ſarisfaRtion, ſay to rhe beſt of our Judgements, the 
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preſence of the Lord was amongſt us, and rebnkes and judge- 
ments were not as then upon us. Which ime the Lord\led us: 
joyntly to find out andagree in; and having done ſo, to proceeds 
as we then judged it our duty2to ſeatch into al Publick acti- 
onsas at Army ; afcerwards duly weighing(asr d helpr us) 
each ofchem, with their Grounds, Rules and Enils, as neer as we 
' could; and ſoconcluded this ſecond day with agreeing to meer 
again on the morrow: which we accordingly did, upon the ſame 
occaſion, reafſuming, the conſideration of our debates the day be- 
fore, and reviewing our actions again ; by which means we were 
by a gracious hand of the Lord l2d to find our the very Reps (as 
we were then all joyntly convinc'd) by which we had departed, 
fron theLord,& provoked him rodepart from us;which we found 
to be thoſe curſed carnal conferences, our own wiſdom, fears, 
and want of faith, had prompredus the year before, ro encertain. 
with the King and his party. And at this time, and on this oc- - 
cafion, did the then Major Goff (as I remember was his ricle) 
make uſe of that good word, Prov. 1. 23» Twxrn you at my re- 
proof, &c. which{we having found out our (in) he urged as our 
duty from thoſe words,and the Lord ſo accompanied by his Spirir, 
that it had a kindly effeR, like a word of his, upon moſt of our 
hearts that were then preſent ; which begot in- us great ſence, 
ſhame, and loathing our ſelves for our iniquities, and juſtifying 
the Lord as righteous in his proceedings again{tus: and in this 
\ path the Lord led us nor only to ſee our fin, bur alfo our duty ; 
and this ſo unanimouſly ſer with vveight upon each heart, thar 
none vyas able hardly to ſpeak a vvord rocach other for bitrer 
, Vveeping,partly in the ſenſe and ſhame of our iniquicies of unbe- 
hef, bare fear of men, and carnal conſultations, (as rhe fruic 
chereof) vvith our ovvn vviſdoms,andnort vvith the vvord of the 
Lord, vvhich only is a vvay of vviſdom, ſtrength and ſafery,and 
all befides it vvaies. of ſnares : and yet vvere alſo helpr vvich 
feat and trembling,to rejoyce in the Lord,vvhoſe faithfulneſs and 
loving kindneſs vve vvere made to ſee yet fail'd us not ; but ce- 
membred us ſtill, even in our lovv eſtate, becaufe' his mercy en- 
dures for ever. Who no ſooner»brought us to his feet, ac- 
knovviledging him in that vyay of his, viz. ſearching for, being 
afhamed of,and vvilling to turn from our iniquiries,but he did di- 
retour epsyand preſently weyvvere led,ind helpt to a cleer a- 
2reemeht amongſt our ſelve$, not any difſentingerhar ic —_ the 
uty 


- thoſe potent enemies, Which that year in all places appeated a- 
eainſt us, with an humble confidence in the name of the Lord 
only,that we ſhould deſtroy them; alſo enabling us then,after ſe- 
rious ſeeking his faces to come ro a very cleer. and joynt reſolu- 
tion, On many grounds at large then debated amongſt us, thar 1t 
was our dutyzit ever the Lord broughtus back again in peace to 
call Charles Stuart, that man of bloud) to an account, for that 
bloud he had ſhed,and miſchief he had done3to his utmoſt,againſt 
the Lords cauſe and people in theſe poor Nations : and how the 
Lord led and proſpered us in all our undercakings this years in 
this way>cutting his work ſhort in righreouſneſs,making it a year 
of mercy equal, if not tranſcendent to any ſince theſe Wars be- 
oan, and making it worthy of remembrance by every gracious 
ſoul, who was wile to obſerve the Lord and the operations of his 
bands ; I wiſh may never beforgotten ; bringing us rogether a- 
gain, from all parts.ſhortly after, wich admiration ; each ones 
hearc as it were filled with che wonders beheld, and occaſion 
givento all to fay each to other, Lo, what hath God wrought ! 
the Kings Armies in all places broken, his ftrong holds molt of 
them taken : he himſelf all chit time treating with the then 
Parliament, and borh of them defirous to conclude ; yet by an 
over-ruling Providence hindred, and the King ſo infatuated, as 
he ttands diſputing Punctilio's till he loſes all, and himſelf with 
it, and is fetcht away from his place of Treaty to a Priſon, in 
order to execution,which ſuddenly followed accordingly; and all 
this done within leſs then three quarters of a year, even to alto= 
niſhment of our ſelves, and other beholdets both at home and 
abroad; yea ourvery enemies thett were made to ſay, God 
was — us of a truth, and therefore chey could nor itand a- 
ainſt us. 

: Bur alas, who would have thonght that ſo few years would 
- have worn out the memory of ſuch a nor-ro-be-forgotren mercy 
or that any of -thoſe that then flaw his works, and1ang his praiſes 
ſhould ſo ſoon forget what their eyes had ſeen, as not ro wait for 
his faithful counſel in future ſ(treights ! Yer behold,how ſome: di- 
realy, and others con{equentially are now ſaying, All theſe 
things were but the produc of a porent politick partie fluſhe 
with ſucceſs; and others,though more modett & moderatezyer it's 
£o be feared) In too eager a purſuic of falling in with, or fear of 
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teing-hurc by what is uppermoſt, if not timely complying, at 
once in the.lump adventure to cry up abſolure obedience to the 
powers'that are » though thereby they condemn themſelves 


and others, as tranſgreflors and rebels for oppoſing thoſe thar - 


were ; together with the whole ſeries of ation made glorious 
by Gods appearances with us, beyond parallel of any late years : 
and thus doth the name and works of the Lorg ſuffer (as Chriſt 
of old) between theſe two, who almolt equally, though not alike 
intentionally, rob the Lord of his glory, and give great occaſion 
to the worſt of our enzmiesthe more to blaſpheme. 

This is the brief, yet true account of this matter, with the 
blefledeffeRs of its as a manifeltation of rhe Lords inclination & 
diſpoſition to poor returners 3 who 1s {lil the ſame, becauſe he 
hath ſaid , and will perform it, as in Jer. 29. 12,13. Ther 
ſhall ye call upon me , and ye ſhall ge and pray unto me, and 1 
will hearken unto you. eAvnd ye ſhall ſeck me and finde me, 
when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your hearts. AndThave alittle 
hop? rhar this precious patern) thus preſented, maynor be with- 
our ſome uſe to you in this days if the Lord lead your hearts 
rightly toconſider ic. That vve are a poor broken, divided,intan- 
oled, bevvildered people in our publick affairs; none but they 
that are very great ſtrangers in our Iſrael can be ignorant : for 
vvho hath known and obſerved former dates, when the Candle 
of th: Lord ſhin'd on our Tabernacles, by the light of which we 
walke thorough darkneſs, and ſhall compare thoſe dates with 
theſe four or five years palt, can look upon them without a heart 
deeply affz&ed, to think vvhar once we vvere (vvhen vre fol- 
lovved the Lord, though in a land that vvas not ſovvn, vvhen 
vve vvere a more plain fimple-hearred people, yet proſpered by 
the Lord tothe terrour of enemies abroad and ar home, through 
aneminent preſence of God vvith us) and vyhat novv vve are, 
fince we have turned aſide into the carnal,2mpty,formal ſhews of 
the Nations, admiring, (and acting by) their Policies, and ſay- 
ing a confederacy with/them, fearing their fear, and nor ſanCti- 
fying the Lord in away of believing : how are we become the 
rail2nd northe headza hitling, yeaza ſcorn tothe baſeſt of Nati- 
ons ! whar rebnkes at Sea, at Land ! whae diſappointments of 
enterprizes ! what (iroaks on many formerly eminent publick in- 
Nruments ! what impoveriſhing of thefe poors Nations , by 
decay of Trade inall parts, tothe ruine ofmany ! what fore vik- 
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rations; and of "long continuance on the Nations thoroughout, 
by deaths and lingering pining diſeaſes ! Yea» what heart-di- 
vidings are amonglt thoſe that have been as one fiick together, 
uſed inthe hand of the Lord, in his- works of wonder in the 
midlt of us» and thereby endangering the whole intereſt we 
| have fought for, into the hands of ſuch as are known'enemies, 
or at belt have been bur faint friends to it and us, in daies of 
diſtreſs ? And are not all theſe things worth conſidering and en- 
quiring into» by every gracious heart, with the cauſes of them ? 
for ſure the Lord affiits nor without cauſe, nor grieves not the 
ſons of men willingly. ; 

' And would you inquire aright, purſue the merhod laid down 
in the Caſe preſented ; inquire when could you with joynt ſa- 
tisfaction, ſays At ſuch a time the preſence of the Lord was with 
you ; and theſe fore hands of diſpleaſure that have of late years 
attended you, were not upon you, nor works in your hands as 
now, Andif youcan but find thats let me adviſe and beſeech 
you, as youtender the delivery of your own ſouls, and good of 
theſe Nations, weigh action by ation fince, and ſee where you 
have gone out of that proſperous path you were formerly inz 
and fear not to look into anyaction you are or may be concert» 
ned to look into) in which you think evil may be ar the borom 
for that remaining, will cauſe greater ſhakings then the molt 
{tri enquiry you make can do': and conſider what as an Army 
you have done, wich the grounds of it, and what you have en+ 
gaged before God, Angels and Men to do ; and either; if it be 
your, fin, make your repentance as publick as your evil hath 
been, and ſo clear your ſelves ; orelſe up and be doing, what- 
ever you judge your duty» in the face of whatever diſhculties 
you meet with ; and in that patn doubr not of Gods being with 
you, While you are with him : bur if you will neither purſue 
your duties in one reſpect or other, know of a certain the Lord 
who is a j2alous God» will not be mockt by any that is nor 
ſtronger then he, but will be above men, and make them knows 
he will be ſo in thoſe things in which they deal moſt proudly, 
and deliverance ſhall atiſe ſome other ways with ſore rebuke to 
you» for your ſhameful neglects of duty in ſuch a work of weight 
which you have been entrulted with, and mult ere long be called 
to an account kovw you have diſchargedir. 

Alas,may we not ſay,& ſhall ie be afraid to ſay,We,ourRulers,: 
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. Prophets, Armies,People have fin'd ; yeazhave grievouſly depar- 
redfrom the Lord,and help nor healing is not to be hadzbur in re- 
rurning from whart evil {oever is in our hands or hearts ? Iris 
not Power,nor Policy,nor Forraign confederacies,; 'ris notPray- 
ers, though frequent or ſeemingly fervents no, though attended 
with tears and confeſſions, without thorough forſakings, will be 
a path of ſafety for us,-//a. 58. No, the voice of the Lord is plain 
to Rulers, Aries, People, Thus ſaith the Lord, (onſfider your 
waies : Why do we labour in the fire for very vanity? Why is 
wiſdom hid from the Prudent 2 Why do weſow much inpray- 
ers, tears, confeſſions and hazardous undertakings at home and 
abroad, and bring in little, and what we get 1sas it were put in- 
to a bag with holes, and the Lord in a way of rebuke ſeems 
toblow upon it? is it not that we ſhould confider our waies ! 
Oh ſearch and tryz yea call in the help of God and good men in 
this, to ſe2 if there be any way of iniquity 1n your hearts or 
hands, andclear your ſelves of itwith manifelting moll indignati- 
on againſtic. And for your help hereinalf ic may bezler me humbly 
caution you to take heed of adviſing only with ſuch that may be 
molt pleaſing to you ; ſelf-love 1s apt in ſuch caſes to blind 
much: yea or with ſuch only or chiefly, that are or may be un- 
der the influencing power of proficable imployments, (teer'd by 
the favours,or fear of the frowns of Rulers ; but rather with ſuch 
who have been perſons of known integrity, andancient conſtant 
friends to the goodold cauſe of God, and their Country, in all 
Its vicifſicudes and lowelt ebbs ; not Shimer-like curſing and deſer- 
ting.ina day of diſtreſs, and changing their Languages when ic 
rended to the change of their conditions, for outward advan- 
rage ; but ſuch as have not been pleaſed with their highet, moſt 
proficableſt promotions and preferments, when they could nor 
ſee the cauſe of God and their Country promored allo ; and ler 
nor thoſe names of ed;um, of diflatished, Fc. (that they have 
been clothed with, the better ro anſwer the evil deſigns of ſome) 
affright you in this matrer :and if you dare thus purſue duty in 
this path of ſimplicity preſented ro youy without ſetting up the 
{tumbling-block of any your iniquities betore you, I am perſivae- 
ded (not without many demonlirable grounds producible from 
the word) you will find it a path of peace, through the Lords 
blefling ir ; and you, in the ſincere applying co it, will be direRed 
an] led to grounds more cleerly laid, for an unanimous, vigorous 
" pro- 


proſecution of the old dying cauſe by irs beſt and trueſt friends” - 
then hitherco you haye found ; or ar leaſt will find it effeual r 
the reſcue of your own ſouls our of paths of danger » which for 
want of pondering according tothe Word, you may be walking 
in to your great hurt. Andtherefore, let me beſeech you in all 
ſincerity as you tender your own, and theſe poor Nations wel- 
| fare, apply to it with ſpeed, For your betaking your ſelves ro 
ary other courſes, will prove fruitleſs as aforeſaid ; for the Lord 
hath ſmitten, and only can heal; and if ever he do, he will do it 
in this way, Hoſ. 5. If what 1 have propoſed, prove any way 
| advantagious to the ends for which it is offer'd, viz. to cauſe 
ans to ſearch, try, and turn from the evil of your ways ; I 
ave my end, and let the Lord have glory: but if this poor 
means in much faithfulneſs and tenderneſs preſented to you, be 
rejected or ſligHted by you; I ſhall , I hope , be inabled to 
mourn in ſecret for you before the Lord : and ſhall have this ſa- 
risfaction, when I ſhall come to lye down in the dult, which 
how ſoon it may be I know not, that I have in ſome meaſure de- 
livered my own ſoul, and endeavour'd the like for yours ; and 
fhall earneltly entreat the Lord, chat this poor word of warning 
amonglt many others in this day preſented ro you, may not one 
day meet you, as a witneſs againſt you, for not regarding it : for 
I am well aſſured it ſhall live, ſpeak, and have its fruit, when 


you and I ſhall ceaſe to be, 
William Allen. 


——_— 


POST-SCRIPT. 


5 he Paper was ſent to: the Preſs about ſix weeks ſince, to have 

been made publick at that time ; but by an unexpetted obſtru- 
&10», hath hitherto been hindred : but hoping it may yet be of ſome 
uſes is therefore now publiſht, 
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